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BRIEFS
Symposium on prostitution
launches new law journal

W

ith its presentation of an
ambitious and successful
symposium entitled "Prostitution: From Academia to Activism," held
at the Law School on October 30-31 and
attended by an estimated 400 people, a
new Law School journal took a giant step
forward in its progress from planning
(begun a year before) to publication. The
Michigan Journal of Gender & Law will
present the symposium's proceedings as
its inaugural issue, tentatively scheduled
for distribution this coming spring.
Initial impetus for establishing
a journal of feminist legal theory at
Michigan grew out of a discussion among
four 1991 summer starters at a Women's
Law Students Association meeting at the
beginning of Fall Term in 1991. Later a
nucleus of eight students-Laura Berger,
Julia Ernst, Jill Dahlmann, Ann Kraemer,
Laura Redstone, Cynthia Smith, Susan
Toepfer, and Bryan Wells-all '94L and
all summer starters-coalesced to
organize committees and attract broader
support from fellow students and ultimately from faculty and the administration. While some concern was voiced
over adding another to the number of law
journals coming out of Michigan (three),
all of which have treated feminist issues
at some time or other, the importance of
giving feminist scholarship more presence
in the School by way of a publication
singularly dedicated to it proved overriding.
Ann Kraemer, serving as spokesperson for the Journal to LQN recently, cited
special faculty support from Professors
Phoebe Ellsworth and Kent Syverud (the
latter having taught the summer starter
section of '94L), the receptivity of Dean
Lee Bollinger, and also "a little extra
energy" which the project received from
the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill hearings,
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An intense two-hour panel, "Describing the Problem, "opened a two-day symposium on
prostitution, which was organized and presented by the fledgling Michigan Journal of Gender
and Law this fall. Here panel member Evalina Giobbe, director of WHISPER, responds to a
questionner while other participants listen carefully. They are (left to right): Vednita Nelson,
advocacy director of WHISPER, Holly Fechner, Washington, D.C., attorney (moderator), John
Stoltenberg, New York, writer on male sexuality, and Susan Hunter, executive director of the
Council for Prostitution Alternatives, Portland, OR.

which were taking place at the time. The
event was a defining moment in gender
consciousness for 1991 and a period of
high public visibility for Professor
Catharine MacKinnon, then on leave
from Michigan.
The unusual organizational
structure of Gender & Law is described
in the journal's mission statement as
"egalitarian and inclusive." The 35-40
self-selected staff members have formed
seven committees, each around a specific
task. Each committee has a coordinator
who is responsible largely for its administrative component. Each staff member
holds one of three titles-Senior Editor,
Associate Editor, or Member-and titles
are determined by way of a point system,
a certain number of points being allocated to each function on the staff.
The symposium on prostitution
began Friday afternoon with a two-hour
panel, "Describing the Problem,"

comprised of nationally known activists
and speakers: Susan Hunter, Director of
the Council for Prostitution Alternatives,
Portland, OR; Evalina Giobbe, Director
of WHISPER, St. Paul, MN; Vednita
Nelson, Advocacy Director of WHISPER; and John Stoltenberg, writer on
male sexuality from New York. The
symposium then moved to breakaway
sessions focusing on the topics Trafficking of Women under International Law,
Male Prostitution, and Critique of the
Liberal Feminist Philosophy on Prostitution. Keynote for the symposium was
delivered Friday evening by Kathleen
Berry, Professor of Sociology at Pennsylvania State University.
An address on prostitution and civil
rights by Professor Catharine A.
MacKinnon opened Saturday's session,
followed by a panel on political solutions.
Panel participants included Professors
Sallyanne Payton of the Law School and

Margaret Baldwin of Florida State
University College of Law, and
Dorchen Leidholdt, an attorney for the
Legal Aid Society of New York.
Afternoon breakaway panels examined
the experience of local officials in
confronting prostitution and the
prison-prostitution cycle. The nationally known feminist and writer Andrea
Dworkin gave the closing address.
On Sunday Journal staff were
joined for a mini-symposium by
representatives of six of the nation's
nine other law school publications
devoted to law and gender. The scope
and depth of the exploration undertaken on the weekend of the symposium give reason to believe that the
new journal's goal of "combining
theoretical and practical perspectives ...
[to] serve as a bridge from the classroom
to the courtroom" is likely to be
achieved.

D

uring the symposium on prostitution a member of the Journal of
Gender & Law organization
removed a videotape containing sexually
explicit material from an art exibit which
the student sponsors of the symposium
had commissioned. The tape was part of
the exhibit, which had the overall title
"Pom'im'age'ry: Picturing Prostitutes."
The student removed the tape out of
concern for speakers and participants at
the conference but did so without
discussing the matter with artist Carol
Jacobsen, who created the tape. Ms.
Jacobsen objected to the removal and this
led to the closing of the exhibit two days
earlier than planned.

A Leader But Not the Editor-in-Chief Ann Kraemer is one of the core group of '94 that has
founded the Michigan Journal of Gender & Law. A native of rural Minnesota, Ms. Kraemer
found her awareness of the importance of early, inculcated assumptions about gender coming to
life during her undergraduate studies at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. She recently
described for LQN the nontraditional, egalitarian organization of the Journal staff, which, among
other features, operates without an Editor-in-Chief

Dean Lee Bollinger has announced
that he has resolved the controversy
generated by the removal of the tape by
scheduling the reinstallation of the
original exhibit on Law School premises
and by planning an accompanying public
forum. At this new conference various
speakers and panelists will not only
discuss such topics as pornography and
violence against women but address
issues raised by controversy over the
removal of the tape, such as freedom of
speech and principles of educational
policy. Although at this writing details
about format and speakers are still
being worked out, Bollinger disclosed
that one of the participants is to be
Carol Jacobsen.

Bollinger viewed the forthcoming
public forum as an opportunity to gain
new understanding about a cluster of
significant and emotionally charged
problems: "The videotape which was part
of the exhibit, and the removal of that
tape by student organizers of the conference on prostitution, raise extremely
important and controversial issues," he
stated. "Our purpose in remounting the
exhibit and holding the forum is to tum
what has been a painful event for all
concerned into an opportunity to discuss
differences and learn."
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Student project aids Haitians
with asylum efforts

L

aw students these days are
strongly identified in the public
mind with the desire to secure a
high paying job, and not much known for
their eagerness to help others. But
student involvement in the Haitian
Refugee Project at the University of
Michigan Law School could change the
public's perception of at least some law
students. Through the project, law
student volunteers are working to assist
Haitian refugees to apply for political
asylum. Students in the project volunteered in Florida for one-week periods
over the summer; currently they are
traveling to Lansing, Michigan, each
Saturday to assist their Haitian clients.
The Haitian Refugee Project was
created in the spring of 1992 by students
at Case Western Reserve University
School of Law who, after volunteering at
the Haitian Refugee Center in Miami
during their spring vacation, saw the need
to expand the project of assisting
Haitians seeking political asylum into a
national effort and encouraged students
from law schools around the country to
join the effort.
Responding to this emergency call,
University of Michigan law students
created the School's Haitian Refugee
Summer Project. The person behind
Michigan's participation in the project is
second-year student Leslie Newman, who
learned of the Case project through the
National Lawyers Guild. Newman
recruited 16 fellow students and raised
the money to help participants who could
not fund their own travel to Florida by
tapping a wide array of sources-Law
School student organizations, the School
administration, and the National Lawyers
Guild. Students volunteered in Florida
for one-week periods over the summer,
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New volunteers in the Haitian Refugee Project got a groundwork of training in sessions held at
the Law School this fall. In this demonstration of a client interview, second-year law student
Maxime Gaspard, a Haitian American, takes the role of the client; Paula Bogart, graduate
student in French and project volunteer, serves as the interpreter; and Leslie Newman, a moving
force in establishing the project at Michigan, is the interviewer.

arriving on a Saturday, attending a
training session on Sunday, and working
with Haitian clients Monday through
Friday. Each student spent the week
interviewing clients and preparing
addenda to asylum applications, detailing
the client's life in and escape from Haiti.
Many of the summer volunteers
returned to law school this fall committed to the idea of providing legal
assistance for Haitians seeking asylum.
According to Newman, " ... [the]
students' commitment came from our
desire to use the skills and tools we had
acquired by volunteering in Florida. A
week is a very short time to work on
political asylum cases. By the time we
had figured out the process, we had to
leave." Students wanted to return to
Florida, where the majority of Haitian
refugees have been resettled, as well as
recruit and train new volunteers to work
on the Project.

Before beginning any new work
with clients this fall, the Project trained
new volunteers, holding a two-day
training session in mid-October. Over
forty students attended the training,
which included sessions on the human
rights situation in Haiti, the basics of
political asylum law, U.S. policy towards
Haitian refugees, and conducting the
political asylum interview.
Following the training, volunteers
began working with twelve of the
twenty-six Haitian refugees who have
recently been resettled in Lansing,
assisting them in their applications for
political asylum. Initially, students must
determine that each client faces a wellfounded fear of persecution if he or she
returns to Haiti and that he or she should
therefore qualify for political asylum.
To that end, project volunteers are
conducting up to 12 hours of interviews
with each refugee.

In January 1991, 67 percent of the
people of Haiti elected President Aristide
in the country's first free and democratic
elections. Following Aristide' s election,
according to Newman, a brief period of
hope and creativity began in Haiti.
Aristide represented more than a new
outlook or a new government to the
people of Haiti, she said. He offered the
chance for a new country, free from the
corruption and violence that had long
plagued their lives. This hopeful period
quickly came to an end, however, when
the military forcibly ousted Aristide from
office on September 30, 1991.
In the weeks after the coup,
hundreds of thousands of people left their
homes and went into hiding to evade the
brutal wrath of the army, Newman said.
Shooting through the streets, beatings,
arrests, and killings started the night of
the coup and have yet to cease. Now they
are more discrete, more planned, and
more targeted, but Aristide supporters are
still their prey.
Following the coup, thousands of
Aristide supporters fled their country,
taking to the sea in small boats. From
October 1991 through May 1992, some
40,000 fleeing Haitians were interdicted
at sea by the U.S. Coast Guard and taken
to Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba,
where they were "screened" to determine
if they had a valid claim for political
asylum. Some 10,000 Haitians were
screened in and taken to the United States
to apply for political asylum, while
approximately 30,000 were screened out
and returned to Haiti. In May 1992, the
Bush Administration instituted a new
interdiction policy: Rather than being
screened for valid political asylum claims,
all Haitians interdicted at sea were to be
automatically repatriated to Haiti.

Students' motivations for volunteering with the Haitian Refugee Project
vary. "I'm learning how to deal with
clients directly," said Annemarie Pace, a
second-year law student volunteering
with the Project and currently studying
refugee law. "I think we learn a lot about
the administrative process by doing this.
And it just gives so much context to what
we're studying in class."
"It gives me more of a sense,
practically, of what you can do as a
lawyer," said first-year student Audrey
Richardson. "This is much different
from studying Contractg."
Richardson has been to Lansing
three times to interview her client, a
school teacher in Haiti who was modestly
involved in politics whereas his cousin
was active in the Aristide campaign.
In the turmoil after the coup, the cousin
was killed and Richardson's client heard
that "people were coming for him too,"
she said. He fled Haiti two days later.
"We need to use the legal system to get
these people the asylum they need,"
Richardson said.
Faculty members also see value
in working on the Project. Three members of the clinical faculty, Professors
Nick Rine, Yvonne Mena, and Mark
Mitshkun, have volunteered to supervise
student work, while Professor Alex
Aleinikoff, who specializes in immigration and refugee law, has played an
active role in supporting the Project and
advising Newman and Supervising
Attorney Jeff Dillman. Aleinikoff s
students spent two weeks this semester
on the Haitian refugee problem, and
insights of Project members were
valuable.
"It's a tremendous public service
for these people in dire need of attorneys

to help them navigate the difficult waters
of American asylum law," Aleinikoff
said. "The stakes are extraordinarily
high."
President Bush was quoted by the
New York Times in May 1992 as saying
that most Haitian refugees are seeking
economic opportunity in the United
States and do not qualify for asylum,
because they have no fear of persecution
at home. At least some students working
with the Haitian Refugee Project have
reason to disagree.
When Melissa Worden, a secondyear law student, spent a week in Miami
during the summer, one of the Haitian
clients she had, had been active in a
literacy campaign begun after Aristide
took power. After the coup, the military
viewed such campaigns as subversive
efforts to "empower" people, Worden
said, and the client-call her Marie-was
arrested. During two weeks in jail, Marie
was fed twice, Worden said. She heard
the screams of people being tortured.
Fellow prisoners were constantly ill.
When she was released from jail, she was
too fearful even to return to her village
and fled the country. Marie left her two
young children behind. "The pain of
leaving the children made it quite clear to
me she did not come here for economic
reasons," Worden said. "She sat with me
and cried."
-

Brian O'Donnell contributed to this story.
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Bridge over troubled waters
First-year section gets a taste of medical malpractice

S

everal years ago a curriculum
revision instituted the practice of
using a highly integrated approach
to teach the staples of first-year study to
one of the four first-year sections. For
this section (which is selected at random)
the fundamental courses are slightly
shortened to make room for two additional courses: Legal Process and Public
Law. When Legal Process is scheduled to
meet (typically for three 1-week sessions
in the Fall Term and one in the Winter)
all other courses for the section (still
known by time-honored tradition as "the
new section") are suspended. In its first
1-week session, Legal Process resembles
a course that would be so described at
most law schools. Subsequent 1-week
sessions, however, called "bridge
weeks," are untraditional in that they
serve to integrate first-year courses by
studying problems that benefit from the
perspective of each course.
The bridge week of November
1992 dealt with a topic that really spans a
gap - one which in the public view
tends to look more like a chasm: the
disparate perspectives of doctors and
lawyers. Medical malpractice was the
rubric of the week. Class sessions drew
not only on different areas of the law
(torts, mediation, insurance, etc.) but also
on the disciplines of and faculty from
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History, Economics, Public Health, and,
of course, Medicine and on the good
offices of several eminent malpractice
lawyers. Moreover, for this week an
estimated 50 fourth-year medical
students joined the class.
A demonstration mediation session
was held the fourth morning of the
bridge week and took place in a Medical
School auditorium. Mediations must by
Michigan law preceed medical malpractice suits. Here (above left) the panel of
three mediators-University of Michigan
Medical Center Attorney Edward Goldman, Professor The.odore St. Antoine,
and attorney Lore Rogers-listens to
lawyers for the plaintiff and the defendant-local attorneys David Getto and
Edward Stein (above right)-make their
straightforward ("without puffing")
presentations of each side of the hypothetical case Lyons v. Board of Regents of
the University of Michigan.
The demonstration was the culmination of a week which, after an initial
overview and a history of the medical

perspective, covered "Malpractice as a
Method of Assuring Quality," "The Role
of Insurance in Legal and Medical
Decision-Making," "Why Certain Malpractice Suits Get Filed," and "Avoiding
and Settling Disputes," which included a
discussion of "Varying Approaches to
Informed Consent" and a presentation on
"The AMA Tort Reform Proposal." A
lecture by noted arbitrator Professor St.
Antoine Wednesday afternoon set the
stage for Thursday's demonstration
mediation.
Professor Kent Syverud, one of
the architects of the ambitious interdisciplinary effort,
assessed the experience of
the week as "intense in a
positive way." He noted that
the students and their
faculty, having heard very
strong views from people
who differ dramatically
on issues in medical
malpractice, are now better
able to understand just
why people disagree so
much. Perhaps, with this
bridge week, curricular
Change of venue. A recent "bridge week" offered law students
innovation
has hit upon one
a change of scene and about fifty medical students as classmates
way
to
start
healing a rift
when the week's studies on medical malpractice culminated
that on occasion costs the
in a demonstration mediation set in an auditorium on the
public dear.
Medical Campus.

Frontiers, crossroads, dilemmas
Panels on major legal issues mark Campaign Kickoff

A

s part of the University's
Celebrate Michigan (Campaign
Kickoff) weekend, September
18 and 19, a group of distinguished Law
School faculty and alumni participated
on Friday morning and Friday afternoon
in an array of panel discussions on major
issues in current societal and political
change. In all, over 900 students and
visiting alumni took advantage of the
opportunity to hear alumni experts like
John Pickering, '40, Ron Olson, '66,
David Belin, '54, and Roger Wilkins,
'56, trade views with stellar academics
on topics such as active euthanasia,
the lawyer's role in an era of international interdependence, women's
progress in breaking societal barriers,
and freedom of speech and the press.
The purpose and general flavor of the
Kickoff Weekend were reported in
Law Quad Notes, Vol.35, No.4; brief
summaries of the panel discussions
appear below.

tained that legislation authorizing active
euthanasia might put gravely ill patients
in the position of having to justify a
choice to go on living, whereas until now
life itself has been its own justification.
While Kamisar has been greatly
troubled by the view that removal of the
feeding tube should be evaluated no
differently than termination of other
kinds of life support, fellow panelist,

Commission's continued opposition to
active euthanasia, Pickering maintained.
Thomas Stacy, '82, newly tenured
professor of law at the University of
Kansas Law School, agreed that the
active/passive distinction is becoming
indistinguishable, but he took the position
that it is morally wrong to defy the
request of a competent person-as
distinct from a conscious but incompetent

Death and Dying: Active
Euthanasia Moves toward
Center Stage

John Pickering,' 40, takes the rostrum to dispute some of the remarks just concluded by Prof Yale
Kamisar in the discussion of death, dying and euthanasia. Bettye Elkins, '70 (to Kamisar's right)
moderated the panel, which also included Thomas Stacy,' 82 , Professor at the University of
Kansas School oflaw (at Elkins's right).

Bettye Elkins, '70, co-author of the
official state summary of Michigan law
regarding the patient's right to make
decisions about their medical treatment,
to refuse unwanted treatment, and to
make advance directives, moderated a
spirited discussion about death and dying
in our present society. Panelist Yale
Kamisar warned that the smudging of the
societal-legal distinction between active
and passive euthanasia is making
euthanasia more acceptable. He main-

John Pickering, '40, the ABA advisor to
the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws on a Uniform
State Health Care Decision Act, strongly
supported this development. Pickering
asserted that self-determination, effected
through a durable health care power of
attorney and a living will, best serves the
public interest. Increased use of these two
devices (which half of the audience
indicated they had availed themselves
of) will successfully modulate the

or permanently incompetent personto end his or her own life when the
consequence is to prolong suffering of
unwanted pain. Moderator Elkins
contributed several important points to
the group's discussion, focusing on the
potential for conflict between the duty
to comfort and the duty to treat, and
noting that jury nullification on euthanasia cases indicates that, indeed, there are
some conditions we think of as worse
than death.
7

The Lawyer in a
World of International
Interdependence
John Jackson, serving as moderator, set the scene for the panel discussion
of the lawyer's role in a world of
increased economic and political interdependence by sketching the landscape in
which lawyers with international expertise have helped to rethink and adapt the
economic policies of business and
government in the past four years. He
described a terrain shaped by dramatic
events: the confrontation in Tiananmen
Square, the break-up of the USSR, the
invasion of Panama, the reunification of
Germany, the Gulf War, the EEC's
Treaty of Maastricht, the Canada/US
trade agreement, the GATT Uruguay
Round, and the North American Free
Trade Agreement.
Both panelists Jeffrey Smith, '71,
and Paul Victor, '63, stressed that the
next generation of lawyers must be familiar with global issues and cultures to be
able to address the issues of an increasingly international world. Smith, a
partner in Arnold & Porter, drew on his
experience as former General Counsel
to the Senate Armed Services Committee
to discuss international interdependence
as a force for both both conflict and
cooperation. He cited the preeminence
of American lawyers in negotiating
international ventures for businesses and
governments. Calling our so-called
victory in the cold war the most important recent world development for
lawyers, he emphasized that developing
democracies around the world, including
those of the former USSR, seek out
American legal assistance in
8

A genial moment
among panel members
preceded the discussion
of "The Lawyer in a
World of International
Interdependence."
They are, left to right,
Paul Victor,'63, Prof
John Jackson, '59
(moderator), Prof Ted
St. Antoine, '54, and
Jeffrey Smith ,'71 .

"creating structures of cooperation, not
confrontation."
Victor, a partner at the New York
office of Weil, Gotshal and Manges,
pointed out that the U.S. policy of using
antitrust law as a tool for protecting
domestic and opening foreign markets
has become a model for developing
economies worldwide. He cited the Law
School's late Paul Kauper as the originator of global antitrust policy.
Professor Theodore St. Antoine
offered some final, "cautionary" observations about an element often forgotten in
free international trade relations - the
labor force. Historically a strong advocate
of free trade, organized labor now takes a
protectionist stance amid serious concerns about its position in a restructed
labor market, which contains fewer jobs
in manufacturing, former stronghold of
the private sector, than in government.
There are valid questions as to whether
the researchers who helped fashion
NAFTA paid enough attention to factors
affecting the workforce. Under these
conditions St. Antoine sees the best hope
for protection of labor's interests in
international trade relations as umbrella

organizations like the International Labor
Organization, in which the United States
at present has too little involvement, and
increased union-management collaboration in labor relations.

Listeners as well as speakers were
decidedly distinguished.

Women and Justice:
Where Are We Now?
Some of the most highly charged
debates of the 1990s concern several
women's rights issues. A Friday afternoon panel moderated by Patricia
McCarty Curtner, '78, a partner at
Chapman & Cutler, conducted a lively
discussion of three such issues: domestic
violence, reproductive rights, and

legal intervention, such as police reluctance to enforce domestic violence laws
for fear of invading the privacy of the
home or mistaking the violence for "a
minor domestic squabble," tracing some
of these attitudes to roots in the English
common law. Her emphasis was on
the necessity for stopping the acceptance
of violence and placing the onus on
the offenders in these matters rather than
on the victims, if this epidemic is to
be halted.

As participants in the panel on "Women and Justice," Judge Patricia Micklow,'75 (left)
discussed the failure of changes in the law to change societal attitudes, particularly as they
affect and impede law enforcement; Prof Christina Whitman,'74 (right) examined
implications of the Supreme Court's ruling in Planned Parenthood v. Casey.

sexual harrassment.
Judge Patricia Micklow, '75, Judge
Patricia Micklow, '75, District Judge of
the 96th District Court in Marquette
County, MI, noted that changes in the law
have not changed attitudes. She backed
her assertion with current statistics on
domestic violence- e.g., a woman is
battered every 15 seconds; 40 percent of
female homicides are committed by
husbands or boyfriends-which cut
across factors of class, economic status,
and race. She then cited impediments to

Law Professor Christina Whitman,
'74, discussed Planned Parenthood v.
Casey, then the most recent abortion
decision of the Supreme Court. She
acknowledged that there were grounds for
seeing the opinion as reaffirming the right
to choose abortion but emphasized that it
was also appropriate to regard Casey as a
major disappointment to those who hoped
that Roe v. Wade would be read to
provide broad protection for women who
exercised that right. Casey 's affirmance of
only "the essential holding of Roe" means

that states may regulate in ways that
clearly express hostility to abortion and
increase the barriers to obtaining abortion
services so long as no "substantial
obstacle" to abortion is erected.
Professor Whitman suggested that
the Court is likely to find a "substantial
obstacle" ony when abortions are made
made completely unavailable to some
women. She pointed out that the Court
turned pro-choice rhetoric back against
women who seek abortions, using it to
justify burdensome regulations that could
be justified by the state's goal of ensuring
that each woman's choice is thoughtful
and informed. Drawing a parallel between
Casey and the common law approach to
rape, Whitman suggested that once again
a woman's rights will be found to have
been violated only when she resists to the
best of her ability and still fails to keep
her body to herself. In all other cases,
whatever the pressures and difficulties
that have been put in her way, she will be
deemed to have chosen her situation.
Professor Catharine MacKinnon
discussed the ways in which issues of
sexual harrassment have transformed law
in the past decade. Noting the awakening
of the public consciousness by Professor
Anita Hill's testimony at the Senate
hearings on the nomination of Justice
Clarence Thomas, MacKinnon emphasized that an equally important transformation had been achieved earlier by
women who brought cases of sexual
harrassment before it was recognized as
illegal. She traced recognition of women's
injuries in other areas of law, touching
upon the developing conflict between the
law of equality and of speech. (For a
fuller view of Professor MacKinnon' s
thinking on this question see her testimony on the Craig Bill, pp. 24-27).
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Freedom of Speech and the
Press: First Amendment
Theory and Media Practice
at a Crossroads
Beginning with the photo journalism of the Civil War, the role of the
media in political expression has evolved
in ways unimaginable to framers of the
Constitution. By now the media not only
inform us of events but often shape them
as well, creating new ethical dilemmas
which need to be explored and resolved.
On Friday afternoon a lively panel
discussion devoted to examining some of
the elements of these dilemmas was
introduced and moderated by David
Westin, '77, general counsel to Capital
Cities/ABC, Inc.
Dean Lee Bollinger reviewed the
work of the 1947 Hutchins Commission,
which found that the press then was
failing to live up to its responsibilities to
the public because the control of the
media was too concentrated and there
was too much commercialism, gossip,
and invasion of privacy. Since these are
factors which have continued to shape
the media, Bollinger suggested that a
regular means of evaluating the press and
reconsidering what safeguards might be
necessary, perhaps along the lines of a
decennial privately funded commission,
might be a sensible approach to keeping
the press free but relatively honest.
Ron Olson, '66, a partner at
Munger, Tolles & Olson, traced the
expansion of First Amendment rights of
the press from Red Line Broadcasting
through Writers Guild of America v.
FCC, ABC, and NBC through Russ v.
Sullivan. Roger Wilkins, '56, Robinson
Professor of History and American

IO

tion. He warned that America's media
Culture at George Mason University,
giants have the capacity to use their
underscored the enormous power of the
"blitzkreig" of entertainment dollars to
press and the extent to which a governeffect an "electronic eclipse" of truth.
ment figure's fate is contingent upon
dealing well with the press.
The entertainment industry's
treatment of politics and history reveals
yet another aspect of the conflict between
sensationalism and respect for veracity.
David Belin, '54, a partner in the Des
Moines, IA, firm of Belin, Harris,
Lamson, McCormick, served as counsel
to the Warren Commission in 1964 when
it investigated the assassination of
President Kennedy ...On Friday afternoon's
panel Belin analyzed the sensational bias
of the Oliver Stone film JFK and the
subsequent media promotion of the movie Not all discussion was confined to the platform
on Kickoff Weekend. Roger Wilkins, '56 (left(including the mailing of 13,000 copies of
" Freedom of the Press") had a point or two to
a "JFK Study Guide" to high social
add during a chat with fellow panelists Ted
studies and college history departments
St. Antoine, '54 ("Global Issues'), David Belin,
nationwide), which generated new
'54, and Ron Olson, '66, both also "Freedom
distortions in reportage of the assassinaof the Press. "

Moderator David Westin,' 77 (standing) sets the tone for Friday afternoon's lively discussion of
"Freedom of Speech and the Press" by panelists (left to right) Ron Olson,'66, David Belin,'54,
Law School dean Lee Bollinger, and (far right) Roger Wilkins,' 56.

